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Howdy Aggie Moms,

Good Day to all! It is a privilege and honor to serve as your Federation First Vice President
of Membership for 20022010. On behalf of the Federation of Texas A&M University

Mot her sé6 CIl ubs Ofthisiogpertunsgty,to thankwau ot atteénding tha k e
Federation Meetig and Membership & Program Workshop.

Howdy! Today we will be sharing ideas about how to increase your membership and to make
your meetings fun and informative.

We are allbusymoms! &/ al | work, either outside the
matter, our job as moms is the most important in the world.

As a result of being so busy, as a volunteer, which is what an Aggie Mom is, we must make
our meetings interesting and fun. Wleeed t o keep the meetings
i nteresting for new and fAiseasonedod moms.

|l hope the final resul t wild be that each
all her Aggie Mom friends, and they will also want to participatad become members of our
unique organization.

Melinda Weiblen

First Vice President ~ Membership

Federation of Texas A&M Mot herso Clu
2520 FM 471 N

Castroville, TX 78009

Cell: 2103929612

E-mail: agmommjw@yahoo.com

www.aggiemoms.org
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Keeping Your Aggie Moms Interested
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MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES : Make your meetings interesting 0 alternate

formal and informal meetings & alternate speakers

X X X X X X X X

X

Student organizations

University staff/faculty

Boutique work sessions

Honor your graduates

Exam/goodie bag assembly

Have a salad supper or ice cream social

Potluck dinners

Membership drive dinner & can be planned at a local restaurant and invite someone from
the University to be the guest speaker. Thisma y also be a family activity.

Officer installation & invite your Federation President to install officers

Have boutique items on display at meeting to sell to members. Remember, your home may
already be decorated i n mar oon afordl thmgsiAgge, BUT
Attendance of Federation and District Meetings

Plan a tour or field trip to A&M and have lunch with your Aggie

New Moms 6 Tgraat tiha fortqyestions and answers o with new Moms and
0seasoneddé6 Aggi e Moms

Special Board Meetings 0 This is a meeting for just the Board and new club members.

The new members have a chance to meet the Board members on one d&to done bases, and
it gives them time to ask questions about the club.

Membership Drive Dinner 9 plan this at a local restauran t and invite a guest speaker from
the University

Aggie Mom Buddy o Have a seasoned mom paired up with a new mom. Exchange phone
numbers and encourage seasoned mom to call and check on new mom.

Door Prizes 9 are always fun to receive a small gift from afe  llow aggie mom

Special Door Prizes 8 some clubs are holding a special door prize drawing for club
members who being a friend to the meetings. It is a great way to show moms what your
club is all about.

You may or may not meet in December because the mo nth is so busy. If you do not meet in
December, it is still a good idea for your Board to meet. The Board may want to do an ornament
exchange with a potluck dinner just to socialize and relax. A December board meeting will help
you stay focused and plan for the busy spring.



AGGIE MOM KICK OFF FOR THE FALL

This is a great way to begin. Get on the calendar and invite the Yell Leaders and Miss Reveille.

Use your SIMS List to invite all the moms and their families. This is a great photo opportunity.

Some c¢clubs even have a Howdy Partydé in June just
August to start off the new school year.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

You may want to make your installation event a more formal affair with dinner and installation
ceremony. Remember, the Federation officers are available to perform your installation
ceremony or even call upon one of your past club presidents to do the honor. Make this a special

AI

Aggie Moms
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There is no set pattern as to how many, when, where or how club meetings are conducted. All of
these will depend on such things as size and location of each club. Most clubs set a certai n day
of the month for their meeting which makes it easier for the members to remember.

Most clubs have a business meeting and a speaker either from the University or locally. Some
also have several socials during the year involving Aggie Dads and the Ag gie family in lieu of a
business meeting. You will need to find what works best for your moms. If you do not keep

this in mind, you will not have anyone at your meetings or events.

Some clubs are ch-affé&r édoas aa | @as pgismstartthis wdy becaudda n y
the larger clubs tend to become hard to manage and people do not want to travel long distances

in a large metropolitan area or a large rural county area. Starting a new club in an area where

there is existing clubs helps to streng then the organization as a whole. So do not be afraid to

take a chance to start a new club if you think there is a need or interest for one in your area.

Some moms like only the business meeting and the speakers. Once again, you must find out what

works best for the families in your area. This is sometimes just a matter of trial and error and
a lot of good listening skills.

Points to Consider

e Get everyone to sign in and get a name tag

¢ Allow time for socializing, but always start the meeting on time

e Keep the meeting flowing and interesting

e Remember é. we ar eddahot makeuhe yneeting toslong

e Try to hold your meetings at the same location and same time  dif possible

e Have a O0O0seasonedo6 Aggie Mom as a g¢gr eedmewthadish t he
Mom

e Make everyone feel welcome 9 and include everyone - make sure your officers mingle and not
stay together in a o0groupdé at the meetings or a

e Listen with your ears, eyes and heart dwhen others speak listen carefully & caref ul listening
prevents you from missing valuable information

e Always be honest drespect opinions o consider suggestions



Communication
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v Newsletter : informative and good reference. Itis recommended sending
one at least every month, but once again; it depends on your club and moms.
Club Newsletter contents:

1) Presidents Message/Note - personal, motivating and thanking

2) Minutes and Correspondence 0 printing it in the newsletter saves time at
meetings

3) Mail from University groups (great place to pass information on)

4) Congratulations & graduations, engagements, weddings, employment, births,
new fish, awards and honors of all Aggie family members

5) Members dillness, deaths, sorrows, prayer requests

6) Announce and welcome new fish Moms

7) Next meeting reminder dtry to post in same area of the newsletter

8) Coming events and deadlines

9) Mail newsletters at the beginning of the month
v Howdy Letter to new Moms: invitation to Howdy Party and inform them
about what your club is about, dondt f o

1) A club calendar

2) Membership form

3) Aggie mom Fish Camp Information
4) Aggie football schedule

5) History of the Federation

v New Mo mbd s OFfasdaskeasy and the new moms love it. You can include
in your packet. map of campus, map of College Station / Bryan, school

calendar, Federation calendar, A&M Par e
current officers and their phone numbers, club yearbook and anything e Ise
that will get their interest. You might also want to get an A&M Parent

Handbook to include in the packet. Put whatever you think your new moms
would enjoy and make sure to add your clubs yearbook to the packet.



v Suggested Large Mailing:
1) Howdy Party
2) New Momsd6 Tea
3) Membership Drive Dinner
4) First Club meeting
5) Hint: to cut down on postage, be sure to include a space on the membership
form for an e -mail address

v Membership Form 0

1) include demographic section to include & Aggie Moms name, addresses,
tel ephone numbers (work, cell, home), birthdays and e -mail addresses
2) include demographic section for students to include - name, campus
addresses, phone numbers (campus, cell, etc.), e -mail addresses and birthday
3) include section | would like to help with - holding an office, phone committee,

special events, fundraisers, student care packages, set up and clean up for
meetings, etc.

v Postcards: mail one week prior to your clubs meeting and to cut down on
postage make sure to include your web site address for fut  ure reference

v OWe mi ssed v cards m&@iledrout with the information for the new
year to members that have missed a few meeting. This is a great way to let
your moms know you care about them, and they have been missed.

v E-mail: it ds freeset, andsi tfbs an easy way to
members with important news updates and reminders

v Web Site:  Excellent way to stay in touch with your moms, communicate to
all members quickly and offer moms 24 hour access to newsletters and
updates

v Newspaper: articles about upcoming events, add your club meeting date to
their calendar, great tool to keep the public updated on your clubs
accomplishments and activities

v Telephone Committee: very important! Try to call each mom and remind
herofactivi t i es each mont h. A good telephon
di fference i n your membershipdé and your
like a personal phone call to make moms feel welcomed.




v Year book 0 provide each Mom with a club yearbook

1) include a list of all paid members, addresses, telephone numbers, birthdays and e -
mail addresses

2) include students names, campus addresses, phone numbers, e -mail addresses and
birthdays

3) include in your club calendar . . . club meeting dates, special events, federation

meeting dates and also include campus calendar events

4) Some yearbooks include listing of hotels and phone numbers in Bryan -College
station area.

5) Keep yearbooks useful, inexpensive and a source of reference for your Aggie
Mo ms 0 .



INVOLVING YOUR AGGIE MOMS
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NEW AGGIE MOMS

v New Aggie Moms:

1) Use your membership forms to follow up the interest of the club
members

2) Ask new Aggie Moms to ser ve on Committees

3) Aggie Brags: Encourage the new moms to talk about their student (s)

4) Encourage new moms to attend Aggie Mom Camp (aka Aggie Mom Fish
Camp). This camp is for all moms

5) Plan field trips: tour the campus, Sam Houston Corps Center, Sterling
Evans Library, Cushing Library, Vet Clinic, Kyle Field, Recreation
Center, visit the winery, visit the Benjamin Knox Art Gallery and end
the trip with dinner with students or with your fellow Aggie Moms

6) Slumber Party: this is a fun event for club membersa nd a great way to
learn more about new members.

v Involving the Entire Aggie Mom Family:
1) Howdy Party
2) Membership Drive Dinner
3) Holiday Covered Dish with Students
4) Tailgate Party
55Dadds Appreciate Hamburger Cook Off
6) Officer Installation Dinner
7) Chilie Cook Off
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THE ABCs OF MOTIVATING AGGIE MOMS

Accept each Aggie Mom for who she is

Be Positive in everything you do

Communicate with your Moms on a regular basis

Develop and follow a plan for your meeting

Enjoy what you doéit is contagious
Form strategies that allow every Mom to become invol ved

Give yourself a pat on the back regularly

Hug a Mom

Introduce ideas in an exciting manner

Join in activitieséinteraction is a pos
Keep notes on who does what and give praise at meetings

Learn each Momdés name and use it often

Make each mom feel special by showing an interest in her and her Aggie

Never be too busy to listen

Objectives provide structure and continuity

Provide feedback on all ideas

Quietly listen if a Mom needs to talk to you

Remember, relevant activit ies encourage participation

Smile! Smile! Smile!

Take time to relax and reflect

Use tasteful humor; dondt be afraid to
Vary the Moms you ask to do things

Welcome everyone with a big Howdy

oxellentdé work and effort deserves pra
You set the tone for your meeting

Zero in on the strengths of each Mom



HELPFUL TOOLS
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v Helpful Tools:

v Sims

1) Compuer and Printer

2) Database Program

3) Current Club Membership and Federation Directories

4) Newsletters from other Clubs

5) Club website & E -mail address 9 lots of fun and useful tool for communicating
with the members. E -vite for example is a group e -mail invitatio n that can be
sent out prior to meetings as a reminder

6) Supplies

7) Lots of Patience

Reqguest:

1) Excellent Resource provided by the University  to recruit new moms

2) You can request information about Texas A&M students in your
area.

3) The listis sent out by TAMU University Sims Project Manager, Mrs.
Jennie Norris either in a mailing or by e  -mail.

4) The University will also provide you with mailing labels that are
already addressed to the parents of a currently enrolled student.

5) The list will only include the students permanent address.

6) Please note that your request must include the attached form.

Jennie Norris
Sims Project
Texas A&M University
1119 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843 - 1119
sims@tamu.edu
979 - 485 - 5829 phone
979- 862 - SIMS (7467) fax



mailto:sims@tamu.edu

REQUEST FOR LIST AND LABELS FOR TEXAS A&M
MOTHERS' CLUBS

Date

Mothers' Club Contact Person

Name of Mothers' Club

Contact Person's Address

Contact Person's State, Zip Code

Contact Person's Telephone Number

Cont&sbR's Email address

SIMS Project Email: sims@tamu.edu
Texas A&M University Phone: (979) 845829

1119 TAMU FAX: (979) 862SIMS
College Station, TX 77848119 (979) 8627467

Our Mothers' Club would like to requds?) a list and a set of labels ( ) a file by email or ( ) printed list/labels and file
by email for students from our zip code area that are:

( ) currently enrolled ( ) new admits ( ) both currently enrolled and new admits

The permanent address zip codege to use is: (beginning zip) through
(ending zip). Zip codes not in this range that are in our Mothers' Club area are (specify up to 20 zip codes):

We understand the list and labels will be sorted by permanent address zip code and then by name.
Please address the labels:

( ) "To the Mother of:" and the student's name () student's name only

We also uderstand that, due to the large volume of requests you retedveieeksprocessing time is required
beginning on the day you receive the request. We need this information by (deRidiase) allow
ONE WEEK for mailing time EACH WAY )

Sincerely,

Mothers' Club Contact Person



AGGIE GAMES
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Texas A&M University
Aggie Quiz

1. Corps of Cadets

. Silver Taps

Aggie Bonfire

. Rose Volunteers

Gig ‘em

. Elephant Walk

Dixie Chicken

. The 12" Man

Aggie Wranglers

. Howdy

. Aggie Muster

. Fish Camp

. “Lights Out”

. Reveille

. Fightin’ Aggie Band
. Aggie Mom

. Memorial Student

Center

. Big Event
. Aggie Ring
. Replant

A
B.
C
D

E.

QM

)
.

J.

M.

L.

M.

N.

0.
P

Q.

R.
S.
§ i

. Largest single-day community service project in

the nation
Everybody’s favorite part of Midnight Yell

. Dedicated to the memory of all those who have

died defending our country

. First ceremony was held in 1894 in honor of

Lawrence Sullivan Ross

Just as Aggies came together in the Fall to build
the Bonfire, they still unite in the Spring

The best in the world

. Rich in symbolism, tradition and memories
. The Seniors gather to commemorate that they

are about to move on
Freshman program started in 1954 by Gordon
Gay
A&M'’s internationally famous country and
western dance group that started in 1984
Encouragement to go out and do your best at
whatever you are doing
Dates back to 1909 and has been held each year
except for 1963
A&M’s oldest tradition which is held each April
21* and dates back to 1883
Prides itself on being the “Founders of the Spirit
and Keepers of the Tradition” of Aggieland
Place where you dunk your senior ring
The highest ranking member of the Corps of
Cadets
The oldest student organization in Texas; honor
Guard for the govenor
The official greeting of Texas A&M
Formed in 1894, the “Pulse of Aggieland”
Aggies



TAKE ON THE AGGIE MIND SET

(Find the tradition or situation that fits the statement or question.)

Have you ever walked in the dark on the first Tuesday of the month?
A time set aside to share a special place with the ones who make it possible.

Some are shiny, some are smooth, some are old, some are new, always recognized as
something good

Always ready to go in and play.
It sometimes pays to be hit by a car.
Have you ever flicked your Bic at midnight?

Something you do repeatedly, but would never do intentionally or at least not in front
of your mother.

The sign of approval and of winning just about everywhere. An encouragement given
to fellow Ags to go out and do your best at whatever you are doing,.

With a name like that he could always be considered a fish! Instead of having fins, he
was one of the greatest fans.

Only one way to score after a touchdown.

Have you stacked during push?

A long and bonding road to death.

The process of drinking a pitcher of beer for the gold at the bottom.
Have you told the bus driver to sit down?

Have you witnessed roll call among thousands?

Have you taken a saw to varsity’s horns?

This black bird has a trophy to prove his accomplishments.




AGGIE TRADITIONS
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Spirit of Aggie Moms

Some may boast of friends so sweet,
And the deed that they have done,
But there I s one whod can
| t 0s a TGEHEAMOMA
We are Aggies and Aggie Moms, too,
Supporting our Aggies in all that they do,
We stand behind them 3 our girs and boys 0
For that affords us our greatest joys.
And if they sail the ocean wide,
They will come back to our side,
For tlimever find, save in Heaven above,
A Texas Aggie Mot her o0s

( Tune: oSpirit of Aggielandod)
Composed by Mrs. W.C. Webb

1950 Prsident

Li berty County Aggie Momsd Club
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